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Abstract 
Background and Objectives: Nursing is one of the largest groups of health care providers that 

needs updated information to improve quality and quantity of health care services, clinical 

activities, etc. In the meantime, evidence-based databases (such as Up-To-Date Database) 

significantly contribute to improve performance and efficiency of health services by providing 

the latest findings on health issues. The present study aimed to survey the information seeking 

behavior and information needs of nurses working in Ahvaz hospitals affiliated with Jundishapur 

University of Medical Sciences in using Up-To-Date database. 

Material and Methods: In this descriptive-analytical study, the statistical population consisted of 

1246 nurses working in hospitals of Ahvaz University of Medical Sciences among which 293 nurses 

were selected. The required data were collected using a questionnaire developed by the researcher. 

Validity and reliability of the questionnaire were confirmed by Cronbach's alpha coefficient as 0.71. 

Descriptive statistics and Kruskal-Wallis Test were used for data analysis. 

Results: The results showed that most of the nurses needed information about new developments in 

the field of nursing and medications. A majority of the nurses used simple searching technique to find 

the required information. Most of the nurses aimed to update their information using Up-To-Date 

Database. The main barrier to update information was shortage of time. 

Conclusion: Therefore, it is essential to teach information skills to nurses; so that they can access 

modern and updated information in the field of nursing and obtain the latest information in this 

field from evidence-based information sources and databases. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                            
1. M.Sc. in Medical Library and Information Science, Department of Medical Library and Information Science, School of Paramedicine, Ahvaz 

Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran 

2. Assistant Professor of Medical Library and Information Science, Department of Medical Library and Information Science, School of Paramedicine, 
Ahvaz Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran (Email: tvahn@yahoo.com) 

3. Professor of Library and Information Science, Department of Information Science and Knowledge, School of Education and Psychology, Shahid 

Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran  

4. Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Health, Ahvaz Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran  

Citation: Aghazadeh Asl E, Ghasemi AH, Bigdeli Z, Saki Malehi A. Information Seeking Behavior of the Nurses in Using Up-

To-Date Database. Depiction of Health 2017; 8(2): 111-118. 

  

 

 

 

Article Info: 
 

Article History: 
Received: 2017/02/02 

Accepted: 2017/04/20  

Published: 2017/09/21  

 

Keywords: 
Nurses 
Information-Seeking 

Behavior 

Information Needs 

Up-To-Date Database 



Up-To-Date
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Up-To-Date

* 

ۀ

Up-To-Dateۀ

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

 
: Up-To-Date

 
 
 
 

                                                            

(Email: tvahn@yahoo.com)

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bync/4.0/

 

Up-To-Date

 

 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bync/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


 

Depiction of Health, 2017; 8(2): 111-118 

ۀ

 

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-date



Up-To-Date
 

 

ۀ

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Cronbach Alpha

SPSS

Up-To-Date

SPSS

P-value

 

 

 

  

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date



 

Depiction of Health, 2017; 8(2): 111-118 

Up-To-Date 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

  P 

Up-To-Date

Pvalue>

Up-To-Date

 

Up-To-Date

 

Up-To-Date



Up-To-Date
 

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date

pdfword

Up-To-Date

  P-value 

Up-To-Date

ۀ

ۀ

Baro & Ebhomeya

Argyri

Hodge & Lathery

 

Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date



 

Depiction of Health, 2017; 8(2): 111-118 

Up-To-Date

Barnfather & Killen

ۀ

Ely

Griffiths & Riddington

Sheu

 

Up-To-Date

. 

 

Up-To-Date

 Up-To-Date

Up-To-Date



Up-To-Date
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

U-

 

References 
1. Mohajeri F, AlijanpourKasgari M. Survey of 

students’ familiarity and use of online databases in 

Babol university of medical sciences. Journal of 

Epistemology.2010; 2(8): 83-95. [In Persian] 
2. Habibi S, Farzi J, Lotfollahzadeh R. GPs' Information 

seeking behavior in Ardabil and their approach 

towards electronic sources. J Ardabil Univ Med Sci. 

2008; 8(2): 136-141. [In Persian] 

3. Powell CA, Case-Smith J. Information literacy skills 

of occupational therapy graduates: a survey of 
learning outcomes. J Med Libr Assoc. 2003; 91(4(: 
468-77. PMCID: PMC209513  

4. Lathey JW, Hodge B. Information seeking behavior 

of occupational health nurses. How nurses keep 

current with health information. AAOHN J. 2001; 

49(2):87-95. PMID: 11760270.  
5. Davarpanah MR, Aazami M. Information need and 

information seeking behavior among nurses: A 

review of studies in the world. Research on 

information science and publice libraries. 2011; 

17(3): 427-453. [In Persian] 
6. Randell R, Mitchell N, Thompson C, McCaughan D, 

Dowding D. From pull to push: understanding nurses’ 

information needs. Health Informatics J. 2009; 15(2): 

75-85. doi: 10.1177/1460458209102969;  PMID: 19474221  
7. Rahimianfar AA, Hakimian R, Salimi T. Assessment 

of information seeking behavior of nurses in 

academic hospitals of Yazd. Health Information 

Management. 2013; 10(5): 706-713. [In Persian] 
8. Ely JW, Osheroff JA, Ebell MH, et al. Analysis of 

questios asked by family doctors regarding patient 

care. BMJ. 1999; 3(19): 358-361.  

PMCID:PMC28191, PMID:10435959  

9. Darzi S. A survey on information behavior of 

graduate students in using electronic resources at 

Mazandaran university. Journal of Epistemology. 

2011; 4(12):17-25. [In Persian]  

10. Clarke M A, Belden J L, Koopman R J, et al. 

Information needs and information-seeking behavior 

analysis of primary care physicians and nurses: a 

literature review. Health Info Libr J. 2013; 30(3): 

178-90. doi: 10.1111/hir.12036; PMID: 23981019  
11. Mokhtapour R. Evaluation of information needs and 

information seeking behavior of nurses’ working in 

teaching hospitals’ in Rasht. Information Seeking and 

Information. 2008; 6: 71-76. [In Persian]  
12. Baro EE, Ebhomeya L. Information needs and 

seeking behaviours of nurses: A survey of two 

hospitals in Bayelsa State, Nigeria. Health Education. 

2013; 113(3): 183-195.  

doi.org/10.1108/09654281311309828 
13. Argyri P, Kostagiolas P, Diomidous M. A survey on 

information seeking behaviour of nurses at a private 

hospital in Greece. Stud Health Technol Inform.2014; 

202: 127-30. PMID: 25000032 
14. Eslami A, Keshavarz H. Study of online electronic 

information search skills among PH.D. Students at 

faculty of geography, university of tehran. JIPM. 

2007; 23(1 and 2): 45-60.  [In Persian] 
15. Killeen M B, Barnfather J S. A successful teaching 

strategy for applying evidence-based practice. Nurse 

Educ. 2005; 30(3): 127-132. PMID: 15900207 
16. Griffiths P, Riddington L. Nurses’ use of computer 

databases to identify evidence for practice—a cross-

sectional questionnaire survey in a UK hospital. 

Health Info Libr J. 2001; 18(1): 2–9. doi: 

10.1046/j.1365-2532.2001.00312.x;  PMID: 11260287 
17. Sheu S, Lin H S, Hwang S L. Perceived stress and 

physio-psycho-social status of nursing students their 

initial period of clinical practice: the effect of coping 

behaviors international. Int J Nurs Stud. 2002; 39(2): 

166-175. doi: 10.1016/S0020-7489(01)00016-5;  

PMID: 11755447  
18. Kahouei M, Babamohamadi H, Ghazavi S, 

Mehdizadeh J. Survey on barriers to access health 

information resources of nursing care from the 

perspectives of nurses and nursing students. JHA. 

2012; 15(49): 27-38. [In Persian] 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1460458209102969
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC28191/
https://doi.org/10.1111/hir.12036
https://doi.org/10.1108/09654281311309828
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0020-7489%2801%2900016-5

